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Trees inside sewer lines? DeKalb spends
$7.2M to clean them out
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For more than 50 years, trees took root and grease built up inside DeKalb
County sewer lines.

These blocked pipes caused repeated sewage spills and threatened the
county’s ability to grow.

The DeKalb Board of Commissioners voted 7­0 on Tuesday to clean
congested sewer trunk lines for the first time in decades.

Government officials hope the $7.2 million cleaning contract will allow the
county to add sewer capacity without having to spend far more money on new
infrastructure.

“That was a full­grown tree inside of the sewer,” said Commissioner Larry
Johnson before the vote. Cleaning pipes “enhances economic development
and keeps us moving forward as a county.”

Love Water Rides? Here’s the Place
For You

VIEW CAPTION

NEWS

ADVERTISER CONTENT: Universal Orlando
Resort

65°  3


9 SUBSCRIBE NOW
As low as 99¢ 

http://www.ajc.com/online/contacts/mark-niesse/eb8WoARX5xEwiH7dLLR4EL/
http://www.ajc.com/news
http://www.myajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/investigation-finds-dekalb-didn-report-sewage-spills/dFou6U4u2BTjwDzqAcm2TJ/
http://www.myajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/business-growth-threatened-dekalb-sewer-problems/iGnieSklTKfQIyP45dhXqO/
http://www.myajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/more-businesses-dealing-with-dekalb-sewer-problems/BI18dj3nfW3L3Ty4kFFigK/
http://ajc.com/native/?prx_t=z4QCAXMoLA3PcPA&ntv_fr
http://ajc.com/native/?prx_t=z4QCAXMoLA3PcPA&ntv_fr
http://www.ajc.com/news
http://www.ajc.com/weather/
http://www.ajc.com/traffic/
https://subscribe.ajc.com/subscriptionpanel


10/24/2017 DeKalb County plans to remove trees and grease that block sewer lines

http://www.ajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/trees-inside-sewer-lines-dekalb-spends-clean-them-out/ySylU1ePCssb5pAgPzo12M/ 2/6

RELATED

DeKalb CEO Mike Thurmond said removing sediment buildup will help
accommodate businesses that want to build in the county.

“This presents an opportunity for upsizing these lines and reducing costs,”
Thurmond told commissioners. “This is a significant moment for the taxpayers
and ratepayers of this county.”

Commissioners awarded the contract to Atlanta­based Compliance
Envirosystems, which was the lowest responsive bidder.

Separately, the commission also approved a $28.2 million contract for Atlanta­
based Brown and Caldwell to rebuild a gravity sewer system. The project is
intended to reduce frequent sewage spills at 19 locations in Decatur and
Avondale Estates.

VIEW COMMENTS  

SIGN UP FOR E-NEWSLETTERS

Want more news?
Sign up for free e­newsletters to get more of AJC delivered to your inbox.

DeKalb residents seek water billing answers from CEO Michael
Thurmond

Consequences of delayed sewer upgrades felt across DeKalb

New development allowed after DeKalb sewer problems

Investigations target DeKalb’s reporting of sewage spills

DeKalb sewer project enters critical stage

FOLLOW THE STORY
Get DeKalb County updates delivered to your inbox.

Enter your email address

By providing my email address, I agree to receive messages related to this story and
agree to the Privacy Policy

SIGN UP

0

PROMOTED STORIES  by Taboola Sponsored Links   

$24.99 ­ officedepot.com

EverQuote Insurance Quotes

Office Depot Brand Multiuse Paper, Letter Size Paper, 94 (U.S.)
Brightness, 20 Lb, White, 500 Sheets Per Ream, Case Of 8 Reams

Baton Rouge, Louisiana: This Brilliant Company Is Disrupting a $200
Billion Industry

http://www.myajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/more-sewer-spills-uncovered-dekalb/2C4kq0VZkAzNqUUT3ItyyN/
https://membercenter.ajc.com/newsletters
http://www.ajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/dekalb-residents-seek-water-billing-answers-from-ceo-michael-thurmond/n9oCBEHlK6pkictG98tnyN/
http://www.myajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/consequences-delayed-sewer-upgrades-felt-across-dekalb/Pv6kOGEPsNXryOrPoLn0SP/
http://www.myajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/new-development-allowed-after-dekalb-sewer-problems/JqtQ6CFmZu85koTXmZXZQI/
http://www.myajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/investigations-target-dekalb-reporting-sewage-spills/JNYEMB6QjRemP5qoLvBYKM/
http://www.ajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/dekalb-sewer-project-enters-critical-stage/gMrs2OOdyPHPATtMEjZy5L/
http://www.ajc.com/privacy_policy/
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cox-atlantajournal-constitution&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-f:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20(Mobile):
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cox-atlantajournal-constitution&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-f:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20(Mobile):
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cox-atlantajournal-constitution&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-f:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20(Mobile):
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=1&cpp=1l9RpXxtaFhRTW9jcUx4UTgyWm10b0twU0pVODdiWHlHT1Z1cTBYRGlIaTlTNWdXREJ2RlNpQ0Z0S1FvQzBXNVJRK0RWT0lQNW9HSTlrS2xaVUM0aklVa3NrdzZJeFNRVkEyakJTY201UjJWSjBsRTlvOTZ4bkVQNTB0UE9zTS91bzFZNGxiTDIwVXJPYXR2eGNJV280UUlmM0o4bGZhSHBpelcrYWZYdUZMcVdXcFBaY0pOcWNLR25PS0d3TW42bUVyMGdWZmlLMzZ2YXRWWCtZQUdmbFJCeDM3WnJZbHNqMEg2eC9hV2FXYUtxanZ2RkZnWE9PVHo2YWJraVF4UVltM3VQaHd2VVRJZ2JVQjRkMXdKaUpEWEltMGFmK01LMWVaV2x6bVRmTWhBMk1kUTBMUnpmVWFYWjRPb1dUR2RGMFhLZVBiTElZNHhHRERMb0tPV2FobHFDZ1E9PXw%3D&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Fclk%2F405215238%3B205645406%3Bx%3Bu%3Dpaper%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.officedepot.com%2Fa%2Fproducts%2F358955%2FOffice-Depot-Brand-Multiuse-Paper-Letter%2F%3Fcm_mmc%3DOLAMK-_-%25ebuy%21-_-%25s-_-%25epid%21%7C%25erid%21%26cm_mmc%3DOLAMK-_-MK-_-2017RetargetingQ4-_-%25s-_-205645406-_-%25ecid%21
https://article.everquote.com/?h1=startup&h2=brilliant_company&auuid=27b4cb79-e1cf-4df2-b07d-47fb496b2ce6&&tid=584&subid=2014&utm_medium=cox-atlantajournal-constitution&utm_title=Baton+Rouge%2C+Louisiana%3A+This+Brilliant+Company+Is+Disrupting+a+%24200+Billion+Industry&utm_thumbnail=https%3A%2F%2Fs3.amazonaws.com%2Fstatic.evq1.com%2F78b79669-0a30-442c-9695-a0f9382e91b8.jpg

